It simply cannot be done, no matter how efficient the
military and police machine may be, which, it must
be admitted it is not at present. Protection must come
first from within, i.e. from rock-like faith in God and
secondly from the goodwill Jof the neighbouring popu-
lation. If neither is present, the best and the safest way is
to leave India's inhospitable shore. Things have not
come to such a pass. The duty of all of us is to regard
with special attention all the Britishers who choose to
remain in India as its faithful servants. They must be
free from every kind of insult or disregard. The Press
and public bodies have to be circumspect in this as in
many other respects if we are to render a good account
of ourselves as a free and self-respecting nation. Those
who respect themselves cannot make good the claim if
they will not respect their neighbours however few or
insignificant they may be.

40
21-10-'47
ANOTHER CRIME
In his post-prayer speech Gandhiji said that he had
heard of another sad incident. It was not a communal
murder. The victim was a Hindu Government officer.
A soldier shot him dead, because he would not act as
he was directed. This tendency to use the gun on the
slightest pretext was a grave portent. There were bar-
barous people in the world, with whom life had no
value. They shot dead human beings as they would
shoot down birds or beasts. Was free India to be in that
category? Man had not the power to create life, hence
he had no right to take it. Yet the Muslims murdered
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